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March 28 

 

IITP to host international conference on 5G  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx# 

 

The IITPatna will organise the first international symposium on 5G between March 29 and 31. Union 

minister of communications and information technology Ravi Shankar Prasad will inaugurate the event. 

IT and education minister, Bihar, Ashok Choudhary will grace it on March 30. 

 

Water and energy interlinked; scarcity of one affects the other, says IIT(M) 

Professor 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/Water-and-energy-interlinked-scarcity-of-one-affects-

the-other-says-IITM-Professor/articleshow/51578316.cms 

 

Madurai: 'Water and energy are closely interlinked and there should be more research on this aspect," 

said S Mohan, professor, environmental and water resources engineering division, department of civil 

engineering, Indian Institute of Technology-Madras. He was addressing a session organised by the Indian 

Water Works Association-Madurai chapter at the Institution of Engineers, Madurai, on Friday as part of 

the World Water Day celebrations.  

 

Explaining the link between water and energy, Mohan pointed out that water is involved in energy 

production. Thermal power consumes a lot of water to generate steam as well as coolants in thermal 

power plants. Unfortunately, out of total installed capacity of 261006 MW, thermal plants contribute to 

1,82,666 MW followed by hydro power at 40,867 MW and nuclear power at 5,780 MW; the rest is 

through non-conventional sources like wind and solar. 

 

Water is required in power plants for producing steam and it acts as a coolant. Similarly, energy is 

required to draw water and transport and distribute it. Energy is also crucial in recycling and treatment 

of water. "Both are closely interlinked for, scarcity of one puts pressure on the other," he said.  

 

The relationship between water and energy is straining due to various reasons including global climate 

change. Even in river-interlinking projects this water- energy link is going to play a crucial role. The 

country cannot manage the amount of energy required to link rivers like Ganga and Cauvery. "It requires 

enormous energy, which is the reason we advocate linking of rivers within basins or adjacent basins," he 

said. Mohan stressed the need to carry out more research into the link between water and energy and 

suggested tapping Himalayan rivers to produce hydro-energy. At present there is a proposal to install 
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40,000 MW power generation project in this regard. He also touched upon virtual water and the trade 

related to it. 

 

The professor spoke about green jobs that are involved in preserving the resources and building green 

economy. Green jobs should be promoted and encouraged with incentives. Trades like electrician, 

plumbers, construction workers and others involved in erecting green buildings or in green jobs should 

be paid more, he added.  

Punjabi varsity makes software to check plagiarism in research  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx# 

PATIALA: Punjabi University, Patiala, has developed a software to check plagiarism in research being 

conducted by university scholars in any language. Usually, universities have software to check plagiarism 

in English language only. Dean, research, of the university, Dr Gurnam Singh, said that following the 

orders of vice-chancellor, Dr Jaspal Singh, the university developed the Unicode system and was already 

using it for checking plagiarism in Punjabi and Hindi languages besides English. This will give a boost to 

the standardisation and authentic development of Punjabi for the promotion of which the university 

was primarily established, he added. This has been done to meet the standards and norms fixed by the 

University Grants Commission ( UGC ) to check the copypaste or cutpaste methods adopted by certain 

PhD scholars while completing their studies. To meet the requirements of the MoU, signed between the 

university and the UGC , it will be possible to check plagiarism through the Urkund portal while 

submitting synopses, presubmission seminars and final theses by scholars. It will be necessary for the 

students to submit theses in Unicode fonts in Punjabi and Hindi after April 1, said Gurnam Singh. 

Additional dean of research Rakesh Mohan Sharma said only the matter typed in standard fonts will be 

put on the website ‘Shodganga’ which will be available to any researcher. 

 

Universities must focus on research, says UGC secretary 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx# 

 478 GRADUATES AND POSTGRADUATES GET DEGREES DURING FIRST CONVOCATION OF SRI GURU 

GRANTH SAHIB WORLD UNIVERSITY  

PATIALA: University Grants Commission ( UGC ) secretary Dr Jaspal Singh Sandhu said here on Saturday 

that universities must give impetus to research work and innovations as research holds the key in the 

field of academics and can change the contour of the education system and propel the country towards 

development. Students in a jubilant mood after the first annual convocation at Sri Guru Granth Sahib 

World University in Fatehgarh Sahib on Saturday. Dr Sandhu was speaking at the first convocation of Sri 

Guru Granth Sahib World University at Fatehgarh Sahib. Lauding the university for quality research and 

bagging several research projects from the department of science and technology, the UGC and other 

research funding agencies, Dr Sandhu said that the aim of the UGC was to promote research to enable 

academicians to innovations which can contribute to development  of the state and the country. Dr 

Sandhu said most private universities didn’t promote research as their focus remained on covering the 

curriculum only. The present time is for making innovations, he said, while citing examples of various 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx%23
http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx%23


Page 3 of 12 

 

international universities, which has made their mark in research and contributed to economies of their 

respective countries. Former army chief and General (retd) Bikram Singh, who was confer red honorary 

degree of Doctor of Science (honoris causa), asked the students to use knowledge for betterment of the 

country and society. He asked youngsters to fix their ambitions and plan accordingly to meet them. Hard 

work, honesty and humility are the key to success, he said, asking students to adopt time management 

skills. As many as 478 students from different graduate and postgraduate streams were awarded 

degrees during the convocation. Ten students were honoured with medals for their outstanding 

academic record. Former IFS officer Bhagwant Singh Dalawari was also conferred honorary degree of 

Doctor of Literature. President of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) Jathedar 

Avtar Singh Makkar, who is chancellor of the university, highlighted the plans to make the university one 

of the leading universities at the international level. Vicechancellor Dr Gurmohan Singh Walia dwelt on 

major achievements and activities of the university. 

 

IISER director appointed editor of new ACS journal 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/IISER-director-appointed-editor-of-new-ACS-

journal/articleshow/51577751.cms 

 

Pune: K N Ganesh, the director of the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), Pune, 

has been appointed as chief editor of the American Chemical Society's (ACS) new multidisciplinary 

chemistry journal ACS Omega.  

 

A statement issued by IISER, Pune, said this is probably the first time that an Indian scientist has been 

given this honour. 

 

The statement added that in addition to Ganesh, the editorial team will include Cornelia Bohne 

(University of Victoria, Canada), Luis Liz-Marzan (Centro de Investigacion Cooperativa en Biomateriales, 

Spain) and Deqing Zhang (Institute of Chemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences). The four editors have 

authored an aggregate of more than 850 peer-reviewed research articles, book chapters and patents. 

 

Ganesh said, "There is a great need for the creation of a suitable publication platform that documents 

the data-rich research that all too often goes undocumented in a form that is accessible to the larger 

research community. I am happy to be a part of a journal created by the premier chemical society of the 

world that will capture such data and will no doubt contribute to advancing research on a global scale." 

 

The journal will begin publication in mid-2016. The four chief editors will constitute an editorial board of 

researchers with diverse expertise and backgrounds from chemistry, chemical engineering and allied 

interdisciplinary scientific fields. 
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IISc study calls for caution in reclaiming closed landfills 

http://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/deccan-herald-epaper-deccan/iisc-study-calls-for-caution-in-

reclaiming-closed-landfills-newsid-51354201 

While the City may be expanding at a rapid rate, scientists at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) have 

warned that any attempt to try and reclaim land for development from former landfills will have to be 

done carefully as they pose a threat to the environment as well as human health. 

The researchers from the institute conducted a study on leachate, the contaminated liquid that drains 

through the bottom of the solid waste disposal facilities such as landfills. The study aimed at 

understanding the effect of ageing on the characteristics of leachate. The team selected a landfill 

located at Gundlahalli village in Doddaballapur. "We collected leachates from two different parts of the 

site. Sample one was from the location with old waste and sample two from the location with relatively 

recent waste," said B P Naveen, lead author of the study and a PhD scholar at the Department of Civil 

Engineering.The samples were analysed to test the physico-chemical characteristics. The LPI (Leachate 

Pollution Index) of both samples was then calculated. The LPI is an ascending order scale index used to 

represent the overall leachate contamination potential of a municipal solid waste landfill. "This analysis 

helped us in understanding the age of the waste. We found that the sample one was more than 10 years 

old and sample two was about four to five years old," Naveen said. Analysis showed that the leachate 

from fresh waste was a bigger pollution threat compared to that from old waste. It also indicated that 

ageing has little effect on reducing the harmfulness of the leachate, said Naveen. While landfills, once 

stabilised, it is usually reclaimed or reused as a disposal facility or for other purposes. "The rising cost of 

land, especially in urban areas, has made it necessary to reuse existing or abandoned landfills. Thus, any 

attempt to reclaim land for development should understand the characterisation of waste with their 

physical and geo-technical properties along with their chemical composition," said Naveen, emphasising 

the importance of this study. "Leachate may percolate through subsoil causing pollution to ground 

water and surface water resources. Our future study will focus on understanding these relationships," 

Naveen said. 
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AICTE to take legal advice for approving courses 

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/aicte-to-take-legal-advice-for-approving-courses/ 

 

In a first, the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has decided to take legal advice before 

approving courses or technical programmes, and is getting lawyers on board for the process of giving 

nods to courses in new and existing institutes. 

The decision was taken after a series of complaints of institutes submitting false and wrong information 

to seek approval came to light. 

According AICTE officials, the move is to ensure that colleges do not resort to shortcuts or submit fake 

information, as the approval process has gone online and there is no physical verification of details 

provided. 

An official from AICTE western region said, “Ever since the process went online two years ago, AICTE has 

received numerous complaints of institutes not sharing accurate details or providing misleading 

information. It was found that multiple colleges were operating from the same campus or building, 

while rules state that each institution has to have an independent structure.” 

“Norms on number of faculty, classrooms and laboratories were also being flouted. Hence, it was 

decided to include lawyers and advocates along with academics in the committee that verifies the 

documents,”the official said. 

“This will not only help verify legalities of the documents but also in initiating legal action against those 

providing false information,” he added. AICTE has even published advertisements inviting experts and 

the legal fraternity to join them. 

Dr S K Mahajan, director of Directorate of Technical Education, Maharashtra, said that AICTE follows a 

self-disclosure policy while giving sanctions and does not visit every college. “Only when there is a 

complaint that we take action against the college concerned,” he said. 

Institutes under the purview of AICTE have to seek annual approval to continue technical courses and 

for the in-take capacity of courses. The approval is sought on the basis of 10 norms they have to comply 

with. These include infrastructure, facilities such as library, laboratory and number of teachers, among 

others. 

PhD Aspirants Face Guide Crunch as UGC Enforces New Norms 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/PhD-Aspirants-Face-Guide-Crunch-as-UGC-Enforces-

New-Norms/2016/03/27/article3348434.ece 

 

BHUBANESWAR:  Even as Odisha is witnessing a rise in the number of PhD enrolments across State-run 

universities, there are not enough research guides to supervise their work. 
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To make things worse, the directive by University Grants Commission (UGC) on not engaging retired 

faculty members as guides is all set to have an impact on PhD enrolments from 2016-17 academic year 

that begins in September. Although the directive was issued last year, it would be implemented for new 

PhD scholars from the ensuing academic year. 

As per the guideline, only existing faculty members can guide PhD scholars in their thesis work. 

“University shall allocate the supervisor from among regular faculty members in the department and its 

affiliated Post Graduate colleges as well as institutes depending on the number of students per faculty 

member, the available specialisation among the faculty supervisors and the research interest of the 

student,” the UGC directive reads. 

Ironically, none of the State Government-run universities has sufficient faculty members who can 

double up as guides. Also, the faculty recruitment process has been abysmally slow except for Utkal 

University. Under these circumstances, the universities mostly depend on retired faculty to meet the 

demands of an increasing number of PhD scholars. According to the All India Survey on Higher Education 

report by Ministry of Human Resources Development, in 2013-14 academic year, 886 scholars had 

enrolled for PhD in Odisha and the number increased to 1,539 in 2014-15 academic year. 

Educationists said the new norm will increase the problems for universities as existing teachers are 

already overburdened with academic and administrative works. They added that barring retired faculty 

members from being PhD guides is not a step in the right direction as age of retirement of university 

teachers in the country is not uniform. 

Vice-Chancellor of Utkal University Ashok Das said the intellectual capacity of a teacher does not 

deteriorate till the age of 70. “Hence, UGC should allow retired faculty members who are already 

associated with any university to work as guides for PhD scholars. We have also written to the UGC 

about it,” he said. Das informed that in the current academic year, there are some faculty members in 

the university who also serve as guides to scholars and would retire in next one year. 

Varsities Told to Appoint Anti-discrimination Officers 

http://www.nyoooz.com/kochi/405246/varsities -told-to-appoint-antidiscrimination-

officers 

 

KOCHI: The University Grants Commission (UGC) has directed all universities in the country to appoint 

Anti-discrimination Officers (ADO) from among faculty members, to look into complaints of caste-based 

discrimination, said UGC chairman Ved Prakash. Speaking to mediapersons on the sidelines of a function 

held here on Wednesday, Ved Prakash said, “The Vice-chancellors have also been told to take action on 

complaints of caste-based discrimination on campuses within the time stipulated in the guidelines 

issued by the UGC. Accountability has been fixed for every stakeholder on the campus, right from the 

Anti-discrimination Officer to head of the institution.” Ved Prakash said the UGC was preparing a 

Regulation for Massive Open Online Courses (MOOC), and that teachers were required to upgrade their 

skills to handle the MOOC courses. “Online courses are emerging as an important alternate system of 

higher education across the world. The UGC has already developed the template and credit system, and 
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also identified the courses that could be introduced as online programmes. “Around 12,000 modules 

have already been prepared, and capacity building of institutions is in process,” he said, and expressed 

concern over the phenomenon of ‘inbreeding’ in institutions, wherein candidates take up job in the 

same institution after completing the course, and superannuate from there. “Such persons could cause 

deterioration of the institution as a whole as they don’t grow academically.” Referring to the Gross 

Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education, Prakash pointed out that the GER of 23.7 per cent in India 

was far below the global average. “If we have to address the issue of enrolment, we will have to target 

the lower class and the lower middle class who cannot afford the high fees charged by private 

institutions,” he said.. . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


